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of the period so computed shall be in-
cluded unless it is a Saturday, Sunday,
or federal holiday, in which event the
period runs until the end of the next
business day. When the period of time
prescribed is less than 7 days, inter-
mediate Saturdays, Sundays, and fed-
eral holidays shall be excluded in the
computation. When service of a docu-
ment is by mail, 5 days shall be added
to the time allowed by these rules for
the filing of a response or other docu-
ments.

§ 2700.9 Extensions of time.
The time for filing or serving any

document may be extended for good
cause shown. A request for an exten-
sion of time shall be filed before the ex-
piration of the time allowed for the fil-
ing or serving of the document.

§ 2700.10 Motions.
(a) An application for an order shall

be by motion which, unless made dur-
ing a hearing or a conference, shall be
made in writing and shall set forth the
relief or order sought.

(b) Written motions shall be set forth
in a document separate from other
pleadings.

(c) A statement in opposition to a
written motion may be filed by any
party within 10 days after service upon
the party. Unless otherwise ordered,
oral argument on motions will not be
heard.

§ 2700.11 Withdrawal of pleading.
A party may withdraw a pleading at

any stage of a proceeding with the ap-
proval of the Judge or the Commission.

§ 2700.12 Consolidation of proceedings.
The Commission and its Judges may

at any time, upon their own motion or
a party’s motion, order the consolida-
tion of proceedings that involve simi-
lar issues.

Subpart B—Contests of Citations
and Orders

§ 2700.20 Notice of contest of a citation
or order issued under section 104 of
the Act.

(a) Who may contest. (1) An operator
may contest:

(i) A citation or an order issued
under section 104 of the Act, 30 U.S.C.
814;

(ii) A modification of a citation or an
order issued under section 104 of the
Act; and

(iii) The reasonableness of the length
of time fixed for abatement in a cita-
tion or modification thereof issued
under section 104 of the Act.

(2) A miner or representative of min-
ers may contest:

(i) The issuance, modification or ter-
mination of any order issued under sec-
tion 104 of the Act; and

(ii) The reasonableness of the length
of time fixed for abatement in a cita-
tion or modification thereof issued
under section 104 of the Act.

(b) Time to contest. Contests filed by
an operator pursuant to paragraph
(a)(1) of this section shall be filed with
the Secretary at the appropriate Re-
gional Solicitor’s Office or at the So-
licitor’s Office, Mine Safety and Health
Division, Arlington, Virginia, within 30
days of receipt by the operator of the
contested citation, order, or modifica-
tion. Contests filed by a miner or rep-
resentative of miners pursuant to para-
graph (a)(2) of this section shall be
filed in the same manner within 30
days of receipt by the miner or rep-
resentative of miners of the contested
order, modification, or termination.

(c) Notification by the Secretary. The
Secretary, in accordance with section
105(d) of the Act, 30 U.S.C. 815(d), shall
immediately advise the Commission of
such notice of contest upon its receipt.

(d) Copy to Commission. The contest-
ing party shall also file a copy of his
notice of contest with the Commission
at the time he files with the Secretary.

(e) Contents of notice of contest. (1) A
notice of contest shall contain a short
and plain statement of:

(i) The party’s position with respect
to each issue of law and fact that the
party contends is pertinent; and

(ii) The relief requested by the party.
(2) A legible copy of the contested ci-

tation or order shall be attached to the
notice of contest. If a legible copy is
not available, the notice of contest
shall set forth the text of the contested
citation or order.

(f) Answer. Within 20 days after serv-
ice of a notice of contest, the Secretary
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